
The Death Penalty in the Philippines:
An Unjust Law
The death penalty has been a controversial issue in the Philippines for decades. In spite of
numerous court rulings, the death penalty remains a part of our country’s legal system. But
is it really necessary? Is it an effective deterrent to crime? Does it provide justice for victims
and their families? These are questions that we must answer if we are to make an informed
decision about the death penalty in the Philippines.

The most compelling argument against the death penalty is that it is cruel and unusual
punishment, which goes against our Constitution. It also violates international human rights
standards, which have been endorsed by many countries including our own. Moreover, there
is no scientific evidence that suggests that capital punishment is an effective deterrent to
crime. In fact, research shows that states with capital punishment laws actually tend to have
higher murder rates than those without these laws.

Another argument against the death penalty is that it disproportionately affects certain
segments of society such as minorities and those who are poor or underprivileged. While
some may argue that this is simply a matter of guilt or innocence, studies have shown that
people from these groups are more likely to be wrongfully convicted or sentenced to death
than those from more privileged backgrounds. This means that innocent people could end
up being put to death simply because they cannot afford a proper defense or because they
were born into a certain race or class.

Finally, those who oppose capital punishment believe it fails to provide any real justice for
victims and their families. Supporters of this view point out that no amount of retribution can
ever bring back a loved one lost due to violence, nor can it heal the pain caused by such
loss. They argue instead for rehabilitation programs for offenders and greater support for
victims’ families so as not to perpetuate cycles of violence and hatred.

In conclusion, there are numerous compelling arguments against the use of capital
punishment in the Philippines today. From its cruel and unusual nature, lack of effectiveness
as a deterrent, disproportionate impact on minorities and the poor, and failure to bring true
justice for victims and their families – all these reasons suggest why we should abolish this
outdated practice once and for all and turn instead toward more peaceful forms of justice
such as restorative justice programs and victim support services. We must take action now if
we want our society to be truly just and humane.


