
Why We Must Abolish the Death
Penalty
The death penalty is one of the most polarizing topics in the United States, and it has been
around since colonial times. It is used to punish people who have committed heinous crimes,
such as murder or treason. But should we really be using this extreme form of punishment?
Is it really an effective deterrent? Let’s take a look at the arguments for and against the death
penalty.

On one hand, some people argue that the death penalty can act as a deterrent for crime.
People may think twice before committing a serious crime if they know that they could end
up on death row as a result. However, there is no real evidence to suggest that this is true; in
fact, many states with capital punishment laws still have higher murder rates than those
without them.

In addition, some proponents of the death penalty argue that it is morally justifiable to
execute someone who has committed a heinous crime. They believe that it is an appropriate
form of retribution for victims and their families. However, many experts disagree with this
argument; not only does it not bring back lost loved ones or offer any real closure, but it also
creates a cycle of violence that can lead to further suffering and trauma.

Finally, opponents of capital punishment point out its immense financial costs. Not only are
legal fees expensive, but there are also other costs associated with carrying out executions
(such as building new prisons) which can put even more strain on state budgets.
Furthermore, keeping someone on death row can be even more expensive than putting
them in prison for life; this means that taxpayers will be paying more money overall if the
death penalty remains in place.

Although some people may still support the use of capital punishment in certain cases, these
arguments demonstrate why it should be abolished altogether. It does not deter crime
effectively, nor does it bring any real closure to victims’ families—instead, it perpetuates
cycles of violence and creates financial burdens for state governments.

Instead of relying on outdated solutions like capital punishment, we should focus our efforts
on creating better alternatives that actually promote justice in our society—ones that are
both humane and effective at reducing crime levels across America.


